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§ 570.404 Historically Black colleges
and universities program.

(a) General. Grants under this section
will be awarded to historically Black
colleges and universities to expand
their role and effectiveness in address-
ing community development needs, in-
cluding neighborhood revitalization,
housing and economic development in
their localities, consistent with the
purposes of title I of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974.

(b) Eligible applicants. Only histori-
cally Black colleges and universities
(as determined by the Department of
Education in accordance with that De-
partment’s responsibilities under Exec-
utive Order 12677, dated April 28, 1989)
are eligible to submit applications.

(c) Eligible activities. Activities that
may be funded under this section are
those eligible under §§ 570.201 through
570.207, provided that any activity
which is required by State or local law
to be carried out by a governmental en-
tity may not be funded under this sec-
tion. Notwithstanding the provisions of
§§ 570.200(g), grants under this section
are not subject to the 20 percent limi-
tation on planning and program admin-
istration costs, as defined in §§ 570.205
and 570.206, respectively.

(d) Applications. Applications will
only be accepted from eligible appli-
cants in response to a Request for Ap-
plications (RFA) which will be issued
either concurrently with or after the
publication of a Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. The NOFA will de-
scribe any special objectives sought to
be achieved by the funding to be pro-
vided, including any limitations on the
type of activities to be funded to
achieve the objectives, points to be
awarded to each of the selection cri-
teria listed in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, and any special factors to be eval-
uated in assigning points under the se-
lection factors to achieve the stated
objectives. The NOFA will also state
the deadline for the submission of ap-
plications, the total funding available
for the competition, and the maximum
amount of individual grants. The
NOFA will include further information
and instructions for the submission of
acceptable applications to HUD.

(e) Selection criteria. Each application
submitted under this section will be
evaluated by HUD using the following
criteria:

(1) The extent to which the applicant
addresses the objectives published in
the NOFA and the RFA.

(2) The extent to which the applicant
demonstrates to HUD that the pro-
posed activities will have a substantial
impact in achieving the stated objec-
tives.

(3) The special needs of the applicant
or locality to be met in carrying out
the proposed activities, particularly
with respect to benefiting low- and
moderate-income persons.

(4) The feasibility of the proposed ac-
tivities, i.e., their technical and finan-
cial feasibility, for achieving the stat-
ed objectives, including local support
for activities proposed to be carried out
in the locality and any matching funds
proposed to be provided from other
sources.

(5) The capability of the applicant to
carry out satisfactorily the proposed
activities in a timely fashion, includ-
ing satisfactory performance in car-
rying out any previous HUD-assisted
projects or activities.

(6) In the case of proposals/projects of
approximately equal merit, HUD re-
tains the right to exercise discretion in
selecting projects in a manner that
would best serve the program objec-
tives, with consideration given to the
needs of localities, types of activities
proposed, an equitable geographical
distribution, and program balance.

(f) Certifications. (1) Certifications re-
quired to be submitted by applicants
shall be as prescribed in the RFA pack-
ages.

(2) In the absence of independent evi-
dence which tends to challenge in a
substantial manner the certifications
made by the applicant, the required
certifications will be accepted by HUD.
If independent evidence is available to
HUD, however, HUD may require fur-
ther information or assurances to be
submitted in order to determine wheth-
er the applicant’s certifications are
satisfactory.

(g) Multiyear funding commitments. (1)
HUD may make funding commitments
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